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BOOK REVIEWS
The student of trends will find this an at-
tractively arranged and well ordered reference
source for the statistical items enumerated
above. Dr. Lunden has made several interesting
observations on some of the statistics for the
North Central region on a whole.
He found that, as of December 31, 1953,
there was no consistent agreement between the
number of prisoners, on one hand, and popula-
tion and density on the other. Between 1930
and 1940 the total civil population increased
2.8 percent and the prisoner population in-
creased 6.1 percent. Between 1940 and 1950,
civil population increased 6.7 percent, and the
other 22.5 percent.
From 1923 to 1938 the prison population
grew 101 percent. During the past quarter cen-
tury it "... . passed through the cycle of rising
with the Great Depression and declining with
World War II, only to rise again in the post-war
years.
Commitments fluctuated in about the same
manner as total prison population. From 1930
through 1936, excepting 1931, commitments
decreased; increased from 1937 through 1939;
decreased from 1940 through 1944; increased
again from 1945 through 1954, excepting 1951.
In 1940 43 percent were under 25 years of
age, and in 1950, 44.3 percent. In 1940 72.3
percent of those committed were under 35, and
in 1950, 76.1 percent.
Comparison of the records of 1940 and 1950
shows that extremes have decreased while me-
dium sentences-two to nine years-have
increased.
Of all prisoners released in 1945, 39.2 percent
had no known criminal record; 22.3 percent
had been in jail or a juvenile institution, and
38.5 percent had been in prison one or more
times. Almost two-thirds of all the prisoners in
the nine states had a prior criminal record be-
fore their release in 1945.
The graphic presentation is excellently done.
The figures, tables and graphs, however, are
largely left to explain themselves. The book
would be more valuable if it included more
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TInE HANDI300K OF INTERSTATE CRIME CON-
TROL (Rev.) The Council of State Govern-
ments, 1313 East 60th. St., Chicago, Ill. Pp.
144.
Wmz MOB. A COIELATION OF THE TECHNICAL
ARGOT OF PICKPOCKETS wiTr THEInR BEHA-
VIOR PATTERNS. By David W. Maurer The
American Dialect Society, No. 24 University
of AlabamaPress, 1955. Pp. 199. $3.00 (Paper).
FOR THE RULE OF LAW, REPORT OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL CONGRESS OF JURISTS. The Hague,
1955. Pp. 164.
JUVENILE OFFENDERS BEFORE TIlE COURTS. By
Max Gruenhut. Oxford University Press, 114
5th. Ave., N. Y. City, 1956. Pp. 143. 83.40.
RELIGION, MORALITY AND LAW. STUDIES IN
JURISPRUDENCE III. By Robert E. Fitch, Ar-
thur L. Harding, Wilber G. Katz aud Joseph
D. Quillion. Southern Methodist University
Press, 1956. Pp 109. $3.00.
CivIL LIBERTIES TN THE UNITED STATES. A
guide to current problems and experience. By
Robert E. Cushman. Cornell University Press,
1956. Pp 248 (Paper).
VAGARIES AND VARIETIES IN CONSTITUTIONAL
INTERPRETATION (The James S. Carpenter
Lectures). By Thomas Reed Powell. Columbia
University Press, 1956. Pp 229. $3.50.
BATTLES AT THE BAR. By K. L. Gauba. N. M.
Tripathi, Ltd, Bombay, 1956. Pp 288. 84.00.
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